On Machiavelli's Concept of Virtu
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A true political philosophy::-::- can not advance a step without first paying

homage to the principles of morals:::--:
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RERTHRWEHH L CR DL S FERL
Tnd, HEb virth ORI =+ 7Y
CORFBE L ZHMCHEERL, chidd
H-oaffinEB®R cRETS ¢ &k Rk
Vo HEPAKIETFT Y RE (vizio),
E (vilta) oRxfEE LT virth #H/EELL
THW, #5WEE (cattivo), HE (tristo)
ERHCEEN E LB R T 2 edc iR E
(bonta), #fF (buono) , % (onesto) @
IO ORERE > TWB, virth OxFE
LTHRLE bt 3 D4 (fortuna)
ThHHIBRAE & L Tk 2iE (ozio) , IR
(furore) BKAWbN D, IBIC=FTNY X
virth 2444w 48 R ¥R LRI
el ->Tnwb, virth R LIELIEZESR
EHBHORVC O AVWLR B, RO <*T
NNy ovirth %5 7 v EO virtus BlbEE
7, BESR O, EFEOLISK Hv, %k
virtlh OB 5 7 VEDOEHIE virtutes
HEEFELRBERCHBEIE TS, Thbd
WEDS bHRBEDOLF BT XY OFEMEOH T
RIVBEELERAETEAb LYV, IBIEMNE
FThid=F 7RV rF o & % virth O
EFOFERAYEML DL S+ ntMUE
R, Mbd 38 D [MFesklihl(chrs
VT OFEFRIC X B - T, B3,
i, MEHCHTE=FTNY) OFLREE
BHBOREDRDTH B, LHLIBRECKHE
HOBRH I Y AZE~NOFEHEL WD L 50k
HOERETTD TS, DX 5Kk Whitfi-
eld Z=+7R) OBEKROFEOREI LEL
ROFoOEHBECIERL TV 5,

<2+ TARY O virth © FBERES BETH
p, HELARTRZOEKIEL S FE3h
B e v AT Wood %424 Whitfield
LRTIVAERTHIBTINRED, IDKER
R ErOBEROLZHMC D THEOEK L
RTBHTERRITLELS> LT 5, CORHEEE
DEDCEKZBE<FTANY) O [virtt DA
O—EEZEY, T hbBreme~F+ TN

) @ virth ORHTH D THMH] (Arte de’
guerra) O TEIFL =D THh 3,
(1) N. Wood., Op. Cit.
(Z&2) J. H. Whitfield., Machiavelli, 1947.
(#3) F. DeSanctis., History of Italian
Literature(tr. 1931)
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RELZEEOLTR 585 )

Aemilius Paulus Gonzalo de Coérdoba

Aeneus Hannibal
Agesilaus Hiero
Agathocles Horatius

Alexandros (KF)

Antonius Primus

Julius Caesar

Junius Brutus

Aratus Lycurgus
Camillus Manlius Capitolinus
Carmagnola Manlius Torquatus

Cesare Borgia Marcus Antonius

Cincinnatus Marcus Aurelius

Coriolanus Marcus Cato (k)
Cyrus (XKFE) Marcus Cato (/]r)
David Mohamet ( bivz)

Decius Mus (%)
Decius Mus (7))
Dion Oliverotto d’ Fermo
Epaminondas

Moses

Mucius Scaevola

Ottaviano Fregoso

Fabricius Papirius Cursor
Francesco Sforza Pelopidas
Philippos (=4 F=7) Tempanius
Pompeius (X) Themistocles
Regulus Atilius Theseus
Romulus Timoleon

Septimius Severus

Scipio Africanus (K)

Solon Valerius Corvinus
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TARYOEFEFERELLTCERALWS T LT
BB, WOREKBARAT [virth 35 A ZfEH»

6 A/CBEERV, Hlb, 15/ eR=21cH -

rRBEREREREE T AV —~F, B
ETVv IV E—~ b HOREDF T RBRIC
UTHBORLF =F—L e RATT, 35/
AEORBERT7 YT, F8) OERET
ARAVADAaN NI vH 1, 7=VED
BEFYVNTy b e a—TUFuF, £/TO
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(Princ., VII, 22 ; et al.)

e, TRADS bEFL Eia—<ATH
b, HRE—-—2ARVWThOEID 3L D
virth okt W3 =F 7RV ORMEE 4L
—BTIRERNTH 3,

Bk, n—~ORHEORSHZE—RRT
=EBELMOATH Y, FhUBRRECEK
B E o< ETNYRELTWD, the
Hkkico —< ALADOERADE R LLRT
DATH Do UEZODEENS T TH <+
TN R n—<RHEIROE R EE R
virtl BREFLTWRLELRLZ L 8bh 3,
B, YHolMBic: - TEIEERC
BREHEREROWThEbY, chb oS
BRITBHATHY, AEHFLPEETRRI kL
WIERETHS, BEOEHANRT I WE
BbhaARwwvs/zeTor)yreyo—
VIEGTEHEDB, NI R THULY Y RTEE
CREERERMECERL, ¥2¥Ecrto
ERTERCEELEERBER T & »
ko Vu—VvRHRELTEELTHD, BHO
BEETLHY, EFXARLTEEBRTH-
o ‘

BRCTORDOAYR TN THITHATS
2LV TCREEBHEELATOTHATH
5, Bb, B+, R+, NETH 3, fiEo~
FTNY) ORKARA 6 ZRFC O 1k »
50 B—2ALIAADEATER A AV =NV, =4
F=T7074 )y 72, TLIHVEF—KE
BH%, n—vDREZIFRTE=¥+Td

D, FOHECBRAFEL «TT7YAHARXR,
TR e BT HND XD IREAEFRE WD,
ITRER, =FTNIR—EXO AP O
virtlh CBHOEER DT TWBEnESd
LEZ5TCHhhiZBOANPRHELERTHD, ¥
HERPEBRIN TN S5,
FOANOhicRBI [virth 33 A &3
D, ke virth KEBL WS e d K, dh
CHhOHFCLBREAEFLLARERT ST
LRUKBIAB WD, BEEEO virth D
EBThD, BEOITNV~TBT B ARERE
AEEE, Hbe—¥, VX, VA, F
=Y RCHB, vFTNY BEAOD virth &
BETREIhFLVWEREZ®RT sBckch
b4oREEYRADOREAZE (i piu ecce-
llenti) ¢% % & FEEL T35, (Princ., VI,
18—19) [m—~=8@H] b HFOER
(eccellente virtll)) I 2oWTHRTWD, H
5, ROALDS > Bbu LAV ZRDLBREOKE R
B To [virth 33 A1 ThHH, TLVRD
HELLOKBEOFEXZ IS BT INTWBED
L CTE—EROWTREAWEH IR0
¥k, (Disc, 1, i, 92—93; et al.)
chbOBREELCOWT, virth DR TRE S
ThEBRO3LZDOR A b 5 HEEHERD
Do TREHAINREZDH - ITN B R +
Bd e TI7VH—XRENY=ZNNTH DB, <
FTRYVRAINRCEREDBERR—TA
ThHBHEFERT B, Wb, n—<ikidmrars
FeH ) T AOREL w5 580 bEROITE
2EFCIoBKY RN, ¥ hFhick - T
O—2REDOAEROFARCIR -2, CORIE
L CHTRAEL2BEI® CHERNEr —<%
BokdDz £H 3 VRO virth ¢k 3,
(Disc., 1, viii, 118)

w2 TN E A IV ROEBER virth 5] H
LCHEEH#RO virta LE#ERE (bonta) € 4
T, HaxE (buono) &EI§ (savio) &M
E€1 %, (Disc., I, i 310; et al.) %%, 1%
ETF TR R —<vOEEEF CRLIFERER
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HMOALFEALTWS, (Disc., I, xii, 364)
AFEF AVt BREN OB E
virth 0¥ ¢4 %, (Disc., III, xxi, 869—
870) [o—<H#H] KRAFCAHOERE L
OfDE L RHES TS TwB, (Disc.,
1, xxix, 167) Ny =NV AB%RE DX F
FERES R EEELBEHREICALT
WBO virth 2#FEoL Wb h B, (Princ.,
XVI, 65) ki virth RKBETH 58 H I
Z, RAE A, /\y.:/\“)vkcki%‘éz?ﬁ@l:h—
2 AD55 2 ZREOKEE M ITYRED
WERZTHYD, ol ZixEFTE ~N—~ v 2
TdH 3, (Princ.,, XIX, 64;et al.) DI kD

[vitu 55 A] OFHOEFED [virth & 3 A |
THBH0ZREFEHLTH 5, b 4 43 BEHE
ThY, FVREGUOZREEEETHD,
BOILABFT e N—VRREIEEHN T -
NBEHELZE-> TP RERBELET S5
+Th B,

ITEh TR virth 2R i AR & W»
SLHIBODHNBLRARBTCTH D, W50
BEedkTNY) OEETILOR QLS —ER
PEBC LHER VDD, BDEL TS A
HORRTFTRYR [virth 5BA] LLT
BRL AT ERI D Th 3, X0b%5
BEINTWARWED & o TEEHOZ O
EHONY T virth 2R ATH D LHEBE
2B 0RL£DEVTHED 5, Hix/N
DEMFZETRAVWOTEORENRXI DX
SICHEERTI VW ¥, WA[virth 53 AJ
LEZBBALDOLZAEBET 30 Ehic L
bHEPTH Do ILIMU L iaxtic virth 23
Rnekh&d TR, ZOmMEEOMK
1 virth OZBEOBRMR S 5, HlxiTARBL
D virtt B BBC LD Db EinoT
A3 B virth BnE w3z 2icizsbT Ly
b, = TRYOHIG=EHIHICh
bORBELZHN T3 CRBAERILE R Ve
Ky virth ORX, ¥R ExORME—EL
TERT2E T 3 AERL oc—BERESM

bbb, BEWEr —22BELTZOEEOR
RA2MEL, RoPAK virth FLOAYOR
WREERTZC L TH B,
RUDCHERADFNSLZD X5 EAYE N
oL OEHCSFTH LRHKD, BT, B
—=F TR B RCRUCHHL TWBERD
BExETHb, {1, 75204V 5 b R,
IEWADTYVRIFAR, AW E O FE
R, THVFYVADT 75 VR, VY5 790D
FarA=voR2HTH B, (Disc, 1, ii,
98—99; et al.) LA LErB XS5k &E
T L SE virth 2ROk, fAlrid
THFIVR, 7F43IURe N—2ZX,
TzVED A Y Nu v b+ D BANRS B,
(Princ., VIII, 286—381;et al.) = h HHFE
OHERBEOAV L RHEZENL C, Bk
LTRARNCERABEETH 5 LBEHI
RielwnwdctDr5Thd, THFIVRE
ER—=A 2R THhEKDELS L, Ho—
ZEBODEEINF=ZTR « ARNNVT AR FT
NNk RITRBAE virth o b WEETHE -k
RN THD, (Disc., III, ii, 314—315
setal) cAVROEBE X BEYY
RREE O virth i d o kR ENE e —<ic
HEXERYLEEETH 5, dro—<LSO
EHE, #fizifvo®ry, VUART LA, RANVEY
DNHFV — bR & virth RARWSRERRFERA
THO, LARTLAZBRWTRWTh [ virth
bB3XEE] OFERERKERETH 5 .(Disc.,
1, xix ,143—144) %2t 2 EHRE#ETH-
T [virth 2F->kFEEDPAR] LR
Lo tDb3BHEE, AZEV T4 7T
OD/uITRR, WYTOXY T R3HE, ¥
TOTYVF4Aax4, =, F=7D7 4
y o, BITFOF Uty RCIIEAE
BMERI - T W & W, (Princ., III, 10; et
al.)
ROVHFCIZ W3 ORFEFEHOERELE -
o—<HE, fixida=vr« 7T v—1+2, 2
FYUHR ezl vR, AL (Decemvirate)
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DTy EYReJIFIT4UREI 4V PReT
TEY9RTH %5, (Disc., 1, xxxv, 168—169
setal) IV A5 RR, 2YIReHERY X
ABLITL) TR e hTHVRERHEORLE
b NED UL virtt 235 5 .(Disc.,
1, viii, 118, et al.) BB CEELRBEL 21
R, P23 VvFUR, enF=ux, /Ny
o, M. ¥V F=92eRXF, Wty R 3
XRFUR, 2T R e IRXRFYRETOEHC
w3, (Disc, 1, xxxi, 160—161) N v =
N L TERRcRR 3 rcBEhie 7 TE
YR ewEFYARRLAL [virtt OA] &%
Wbt (Disc., 1, 1iii, 200—201; et al)
o0—vERRNEBROEHE WS, (Princ.,
XIX, 62—67;et al.) DS 5HL=IW IR T
YVYTREETF4 IR e N — ) R 1%
[virth 55 A1 £iB8EINTnwB, LoD
EFREBOETRINTW D, EFCERF IV
N, Fy bR, FN, FPIFF¥RR, NFYT
XA, TVPFP=TUReEYUR, ZINIRAeT Y
VYYR, RWVF4FIR, TLIHFVE—
BR—WRARD B, w7 AL R virth
BEBRAHT B 5, BWCZ A, H) S
5, EFYVYR, agVR, 2)TRR, €7
FA4ITR e wR—NWVR, hF5HF,=wYIX,
N)VFHTNVR, = 7Y LR B,

3T, TRTRYBRVRCRBLEL S
virth ERAOH CTRIEFCHB LIRS
TWEBETH 2L, toNHefiHEoXxS T
$%, (Princ., XXVI; 83—85; et al.) %4}
DEADNDEZE, Fizid7 7 v RFn 1124,
¥ v 8 1R B i virth oS WEEA
DRICANTI o RICHBEr —~vBEF<F Y
IY) 7 11 (Princ., III, 6-—T7;et al.) ,
ARA VDT =P F VR, 753/ R07
ST, AV FOo~Ay ) —8 H#ik
&< ¥n¢PH b, (Princ.,, 1, 6;et al.) ¥
FOAREH, BTV /¥y &F—61t, 2y v
Z 2 {3 virtt B84 L Uk, (Princ,, II,
6;etal) =+7~yx [EXH] ofcrs

1% mE o [virth oA Tthb, BEATH
ZEHELTWBER, thRE—HOBRRNTS
5%, (Princ., XI, 89) ;iROBEEDOF Tk
VIR RAM R —-RCOBBREHLEL
Twazeeind, ( (Princ., IX, 87)
RICEYUEDA 2 ) TOEFORBSOHT
5, b, 35/ 0272071, 7=
FIDTFTARATFR, =Y bNOITVHFITX, v
E/ODFFNWVFR, T2V 0wy 7L
FLR, RYaDT5FRER, fo—=70
RNyF48—-Y) RiIxETHB, (Princ., II, 6
setall) =+ TARY BRSO Sv—
STOVANYF O e N F—=, Y2 FOD
RYFNVT 3 e by FOMENEETH
%o (Princ., XX, 69, et al.) L&L, ®T
B7INEQFYNT Yy by e I—TVFyF
ETH P IVREHE L T, % virta L&
(virtlh e scelleratezze) 2 \W3ETEHL T W
B0 EWSORBIRARBIEL THEL B TK
HEERL TUBRE, TheRNTH >k AUV
LERREBRALZED T—HICHBERL
L TH5bB, (Princ.,, VIII, 29—-381) 7oL
YANRTETRYOFRCHALTAELWE
BELTWwd, X FFRICxT 51 OBERE
BWBBEDHLDTH B, (Princ., IX, 34;
et al.) zoHFHRHYK—F s, VFY—=
DE>3nEBERICL URBEMBUTRYEAL
DTHHR, LHrLEKOBKREE > X3 o
virt 23745  (Disc., 1, xlv, 186 ; et al.)
WRF ZHF—L o BT 234 4 ) THE—DK
—FELTHbRER, =T BB W&
5k, ¥ICFOHOHBACERR L >T
WIhkDTHB, (Princ., XXVI, 83) £
BOFHCRETEEER R WD, 14V TA
ORITRAD LHENTT, Hrw=3—3,
27 3V 7 ZRGETE virth 22 Frehn
TERELNTH D, WERRKEHC 2%
THDOMEED R T B TEHE D,
DEoSHas N. Wood #1482 D#ERIT RO
I3k hB, 1B, =+ 7XY)olvirth OAJ
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RAeETSEE, RE, TR - THERZRD T
BETH s, RIRSLTL S virth OFFF &1
bhwa, LrLbLEKLTH T VEYDY
— DOV A =L RRPTFHDH b— (N) ©
ISR LI ERZAORTR T 2 b &
Vo LT TRD L S HAPIC X - T virth &
LB REIhTW 3, BB, %£J4EHE
PEZLTCche#fET s, Flerrhi
AL THRBRT 3 A RCEEZRD > TRHESY
®T, thzBE-TRET S A, Bikic, EK
WKL CCNEIEET 50, ¥ RREFEOE
KEEEL CHMEE#REL, ThELATS
ANTh B, (Princ.,, XXIV, 78; et al.)

I Necessita & Virta

LIEDBRRERb =+ TN Rvirth 2F &L
THTE2BDbT DM - Tnd O TR
¥S s L OERES) I BE ST virth ORE
RT3 LBBETH B,

%3, EEHEERARYRAZ DR I
virth B3 3L NnWSI=FTXY O—HmAADIX
LB &S, vF 7)) OFEBE & BRENE,
B8, F¥ (ozio) & E (W) M (necess-
itd) OMFEOBERLHDLW-Th, 1
—< 8] O UHOEFTCHREAB O
DB L BRCFET 5 LHE L T %.(Disc.,
1, i, 92—93) AMOTEHR LEHIC X - TH
EINBEEAR virth 55 bh 5, AR
BT ERALHTHERIIARK ozio 4T
50

Thiflc =+ 7 XY M ERA Ltz T
EFETBI0HDULA0LLVRRBALL LS,
AAOEZES ebDEARMEEZT T T
%o POEROERZEVLWHRREOE
R (LEE) ORBRERTLSIREhST
bS5, Thick - CABMIKC ozio %P,
Bxtic virth 2835 ek s, BHERNT
BBERCDX >R EL DD THEB L <F
TNYRERT 5o £ ORIC b AR
BO AT HITEST (bene) Lz WwdDIEE

W3 DR LDDOHE ZRREL T\ 5.(Disc.,
1, iii, 100—101) ARIERORHMS 5 178
Bl BEA, FOERIXEL (confusione) &
ERE (disordine) Tk %, HELERC L
AEEHR D Ld, kR % = A% EA(buoni)
=B L%, FRhigic virth #4:5 HT5R4H
(necessitd) X EHARE X 2k A FIES
n, »OBRCRITIRZIEREIWS ALED
LT 2, WThOoEH Td =+ TN R
virth % B OffT (bene, buono) & Fl—1R
LTWw30TEDRMcE (vizio, cattivo)
T L, 0zl B W T3, Thific T D@
E O ARICIE virth OFBR AT WD TH
%, (Disc., III, xii, 851—864) L L, #l
2ITERL 3EEER L OEK LN FBEHICE
5@,@%?55#@%@ﬁ§(mwm&)m
BLTHD 5, 5 ThiITEEBERLRLOM
ERFBELREBCEI W SKERT 3IC
Eonkb, TOBARCBTF TN RETEM
BT OXRBIC U TEEATHEA—HL T2
CERMABLNLTH B,

< F 7Yk Lo—<EM (quieto) T
ok bid—E852 - (piu debole) T#H
LIBBLEREFNEEZERL AL -RTHLS
rELTW5b, (Disc., 1, vi, 107—109; et
al.) IbkcEk, BLEARBKFLCE T h T
W BSFIEAT R WADIE ozio BAE%R
WAL T A0 SRIRBTHEL S EAEL T
%, T virth OFR—~F b =F7T
NV AR virtt & FORF O ozio i/ U X
5LLTWBCEZWLICT 5Dk [E
4ous~] (Asino d’oro) & [7mlL vz ]
(Istorie Fiorentine) @i © Fhic HIHT %
BHHRZBRLATREARD R W, iEOH T
F 7 RY 1} virth RER (tranquillitd) %4
&, MDD ozio MILER & & OBIEE R
B BLHBL T B, (Asino d’oro, V, 831)
virtlh 12 R4 0B EMic:(disordine)
ERLCHREEEET 5, TURAREETHD
e OR/RZYRBREIND ThH b S0
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[ZanbLvzE] ©dKe b ER (quiete) 1k
virth 2254 U, EfZ ozio #4ET 5L >
FiEA b 5, (Istorie Fiorentine, V, i, 773)
BE L BT ozio OFRTCH 2, LHLRE
AOBRERAEL, FRIFE (gloria) & iFE
(fortuna) ##g< virth 3 4h 3,
2F:TNRY) OBEXRD L SICENIN B,
s, ,[éE‘E.E‘: Fik virth w41, @ﬁrngg
e ELEHTE 5. BFRRTREZARZE
LR OERL, £FHLAk-> TH R virth %
kS5, BERAUL B AL L », Bakc
L,mO%mééﬁﬁbbé—ﬁmA%mﬁ?
‘l@'@&éiﬁ, LHL iz AU & % virth ic§
5T L TREBFOLEHORMBCRRL Tk
DBRVETFTRYRBEET B, EELHE
L, Chz@RLTRITT20REICATSH
Bo BENRES LTHMLYEEYERCL,
ROBL, FeBRAZESN T L5
Rk 5, virtly, necessita &M% OEER
HAbbpcTseder, OB B3 5 <
FTNY OM—k LCRAP A TEiRR] o
—Weshmd hid & bk v, (Arte de’
guerra, II, 392—396) z OEIE [w—<5
%J@%:ﬁ@ubmkiér%ga%x%ﬁ
%mﬁﬁbrm%%,éaﬁﬁmnén%ﬁ@
RiE, HR, #RcEFT3H5ARS 5] &»
SHEXDOEHR & o TWw 3, + O FERE
(buono) &L (cattivo) Th 3, L HHRE
DESLIBIBERL RS [Hifie] thii=
F 7Yk buono © R b k& virtt % v,
virth IR L®T vy ) TREFL, DWTx
FATEHED, LRV THbAZY) T
Ao, n—<HFEBEB®KE virtwiz 7 5~
2, BI%#EE, FAVOoB BB LI
50 2Dk [Hilfiml CREBE B U <
buono Tk { virtl 2% v BT B2,
virth i RitRcidicEd Lz y, B
USRI THERCRR 31 XEHOFRE
BRWRLBEHIhTW3, MRl oho
COERTO=HFTNY O virth OFELLE

2hif, [o—=0®%] OFhORED buonoik
M HEEENRELZETR®0ETRAWE
ER—RL Th»rd, ChdHFEOEMNORER
tﬁa&@"‘mjfi;)éo

3T, [EiliR] omERERI—o vy vic
W (He42)7, FVYVT)TYVT, T
HEOBREIPLEBDOLNTR Wi &5 E
THEDB, TVT, T7 Y Aicii— e« ZOKE
HePDEOXMEL A -0kl T, 3
—ay B OER & EEOETER S -
o BEBOHNIEHREKROEROELEL W
5L THD. PHOERLIEEL WD
HEEREDRTD 5, IbIC AR virth %
HEHR DL DR IEFEBEOD L TREIRDN
ZHBEANTTHB, ULLBCEFREOERD
virth 2®h, LFMECTREOTHE®D virtt %
AT HRRCEH L » bEERMEEZWHEA,
B RERSROBACRESROFEENE
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The criticism of religion ends with the
precept that the supreme being for man is
Man-«««-ee (K. Marx 1844.)(tr.)
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On Machiavelli’s Concept of Virtu
Asao KIDA

Professor N. Wood remarks that just because Machiavelli may associate the different
meanings with »i7¢z in different contexts, this does not exclude the notion of a special
sense.In other words we can speak legitimately of Machiavelli’s “concept of wvirtu”,
and by recognizing its nature, we can advance our understanding of his thought as
a whole.

In the opening of the Discorsi Machivelli affirms that man act either through necessita
or choice. Greater virtis occurs when human actions are determined by mecessita. The
laws for the fledgling state will be designed to serve as a substitute for the mecessita of
a hostile physical environment. Artifice will discourage ozzo, and hence promote virtsx.

Machiavelli then stresses another factor, crucial to the existence of so much virtyu
in ancient Italy and Grece. In doing so he clearly reveals the close relation between
necessita and virtu. The mode of life of the ancients differs considerably frcm that of
the moderns, because of the difference between the religion of the two eras, ketween
paganism and Christianity. Machiavelli concludes that the pernicious effect of
Christianity upon human attitudes and action has been due to its interpretation by
men of villa, in accord with ozio rather than virta.

In the Discorci Machiavelli contends that Roman conquests rested more upon viriu
than upon fortuna, the reference being specifically to Roman military prowess. To
Machiavelli war is the archetypal contest between wvirtn and fortuna, a struggle
between masculine rational control and effeminate irrationality. Virta, therelcre, is
a set of qualities, a pattern of behaviour most distinctively exhibited under what may
be described as battlefield conditions, whether actual war or politics provide the context.
Machiavelli’s politico is cast in the mould of the warrior, and the standard of excel-
lence of one is not so different from that of the other.

To an important extent, whether a people are virtuous or not is also dependent upon
fortuna. Without the requisite conditions of mecessita no type of civic education will
for long secure the virfn of a people.

Machiavelli’s special sense of virfn refers to a style of all warriors, from the simple
soldier to the great general. Likewise in a well-ordered commonwealth citizens at all
levels as well as the civic leaders will have certain qualities in common, virfu.
Consejuently, civic corruption is a condition of ‘0zio and the decline of viria.



