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Experience of Trans-border Movement
The life story of a Lahu elderly man in Northern Thailand
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Abstract

This paper describes the life story of a Lahu elderly man in Northern Thailand and studies how such
abstract ideas as nation-state, national border, and citizenship are perceived by Christian Lahu
people living in Northern Thailand. The Lahu people, now found in Myanmar’s Shan States and
Northern Thailand, are one of the highland dwelling ethnic minorities and had historically high
mobility due to their swidden cultivation, the pressures of expanded governmental controls, and
prolonged ethnic wars in Myanmar. This Lahu elder’s life story reveals a Christian Lahu conception
that the world is not comprised of different nation-states but of diverse power circles of lowland
peoples in which the Lahu are not citizens of a nation-state but a weak and subordinated group in

the ethnic power relations.

Keywords trans-border mobility, life story, Lahu, Thailand, Myanmar

17



