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Promoting Autonomous Learning through Materials Design:

The Successful Example in Kanji and Vocabulary Learning

Satoko Fujita

Abstract

Even the most advanced learners could be troubled with basic Kanji and vocabulary.
However, motivation to relearn the basic knowledge is generally lacking, as they think they
already know it. This paper presents a case of material and classroom guideline design to
motivate autonomous learning of kanji and vocabulary in advanced Japanese language classes.
The main goal was to lead learners to identify their insufficiency in basic knowledge (which
varies from learner to learner) and to make self-directed improvement efforts. Therefore, a
self-learning workbook Oboemasyou (R Z % L & 9/ Let’s Learn!) was designed and intro-
duced to students who were well-informed of its purpose and content. In-class quizzes
were utilized for diagnostic self-assessment. This design was found effective in promoting
autonomous learning and enhancing motivation. Moreover, it also improved learning outcome

as evidenced in students’ quiz performance and was highly evaluated by the students.



