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Karo, the top-ranking retainer serving a feudal lord in early modern Japan was indispensable for stable
operation of the domain. However, many of studies discuss how major retainers were involved in a
feudal lord to become Karo in early modern period and there are few studies featuring Karos the mid-
to-late period.

This paper focuses on the Karo system in the mid-to-late modern period. In this paper, "Karo system"
refers to the official services of Karo and various systems that supported the existence of Karo. In
order to study into the system, this paper picks up the case of Toshiyori (which is equivalent to Karo
in other feudal lords) of Maeda family that governed Kaga domain. By analyzing how the Karo system
was organized, the official services of Karo, relationships of Karos involved in the system and histories
and mentality of respective families, etc., this paper clarifies what Karo was in the mid-to-late modern

period from the perspective of system.
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