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In the midst of unstable employment and an aging population, the issue of poverty has
been growing since the 1990s. At the same time, however, the social security system has
lost sight of its original object, and it has become a system unable to stop poverty. Amid
this, with the work of medical social workers (MSWs) inclining towards discharge

assistance, social scientific awareness of the subject is becoming sparse.

The aim of this research is, first, to define the subjects of medical welfare since the 1990s,
which were a turning point for daily living, social security, and social welfare practice.
With discharge assistance becoming the central task of MSWs, regulations for medical
welfare are required based on that reality. This study defines the object of medical
welfare and comprehensively examines the awareness of today’s MSWs, the actual living
conditions of their aid recipients, and trends in the daily lives of people and social
security. Secondly, it calls attention to the subject of medical welfare and the reality of
health and medical institutions with regards to the methodology of medical welfare

assistance.
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