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A historical study on the developments of elementary school
playgrounds in Iwate prefecture of Meiji Era (Part II, 1884)

Hideaki OHKUBO

Abstract (part II)

The purpose of this study is to clarify how the playgrounds of local elementary schools
were located before the establishment of the standards in 1891.

The main materials are 383 school plane figures in a part of the applications of school
establishments, which were presented to the Iwate Prefectural Office during 1883-84.

Continued from Part 1, in this paper, the problem of 214 school plane figures in 1884 are
analysed as Part II.

The results obtained are as follows:

1) Only 18 of 214 schools (8.19) had named the area of the playground. Among them the
largest area was 345 tsubo(1138.5 m?), the smallest area was 24 tsubo(79.2 m?), and the mean
area was 105.5 tsubo(348.2 m?).

2) The 81 examples estimated the playground area (Total school area minus Schoolhouse
area) were classified into three groups. A) under 50 tsubo(165 m?)—40, ' B) 50—100 tsubo
(165—330 m?) —14, C) over 100 tsubo (330 m?—27. That is to say, about 67% of the
elementary schools in those days had hardly any playground area.

3) Most of the forms of playgrounds were about the shape of square.

4) Most bearings of the playgrounds were south or east in the school area.
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