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Reevaluation of mechanisms sustaining the biodiversity in Lake Tonle Sap,
Cambodia
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Lake Tonle Saﬁ in Cambodia is well known as its distinct seasonal changes
and the world"s highest level of freshwater biodiversity. However, its natural environment has
drastically changed due to the recent socio-economic development of Cambodia, the ecosystem is
facing danger of destruction. Referring to the results of the comprehensive biodiversity evaluation
research of the lake carried out from 2000 to 2006, the current status of biological communities and
environmental conditions were clarified in this research, and analysed their changes quantitatively
over the 12 years.
As a result, although no significant change was detected in the sediments, hydrological conditions
and benthic animal fauna of the lake, it was revealed that the progress of the lake eutrophication
was clear on the basis of the results of the phytoplankton flora and primary production of the lake
water. Further, the spread of alien plants and the settlement of alien fish were identified in and
around the lake.
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