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The Role of Neutrophil Extracellular Traps (NETs) in Cancer Metastasis
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The impacts of postoperative abdominal infectious complications increase

hematogenous distant metastasis and result in poor long term survival after curative resection. Even
if curative resection can be performed, the presence of circulating tumor cells is affected. The
liver, the most common site of metastases, is an important organ in innate immune surveillance. The
purpose of this study was to identify the effect of platelets on escape from innate immune
surveillance in postoperative abdominal infectious complications. In the infectious model, although
epithelial cells without platelet adhesion were in an apoptotic state, mesenchymal cells showed many
viable cancer cells surrounded by activated platelets. Mesenchymal cells could escape from immune
surveillance by becomin% surrounded by adhered activated platelets. We hypothesized that this
mechanism would be the first step in cancer metastasis formation.
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