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motivation

In this project, we have endeavored to compare and analyze the linguistic
maps of three genetically unrelated languages, Japanese, Chinese and French, thereby finding out if
any common mechanism is at work across these languages involving specific lexical changes. This
method is referred to as "Contrastive Geo-linguistics™. The target of our analysis includes two
types: phenomenon-based type and item-based type. The former type focuses on one specific
geo-linguistic phenomenon, e.g., homonymic collision or phonetic attraction. This type, excluding
the differences of lexical item and area size from consideration, compares the maps of different
languages which exhibit the same pattern of distribution, such as AB and ABA distribution. The
latter type compares the maps of one specific lexical item shared by these three languages, e.g.,
snake or corn. The fruites of this study were presented at the two international conferences held in

2018 and 2019.
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