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Mechanism of cardio-renal interaction in atrial fibrillation
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The population of atrial fibrillation is growing with aging of Japanese
society. Atrial fibrillation causes renal dysfunction, however, the underlying mechanism was
unknown. We have demonstrated that catheter ablation for atrial fibrillation improves renal
function. The independent predictors of the improvement were young age and small left atrium. These

results suggests that decreased renal blood flow caused by impaired atrial contraction would be the
major cause of atrial fibrillation-induced renal dysfunction.
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