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Changes of Trade Area at the Port of Usetsu
in the Noto Peninsula, Ishikawa Prefecture

Takao Yacasak:

The port of Usetsu is located near the tip of Noto Peninsula which projects into the Sea of
Japan at the central part of Honshu. This has been one of the important ports in the peninsula,
but its trade area has hitherto changed remarkably. It is summarized as follows.

I The period of the extention. (The end of the Edo era — the thirties’ of Meiji) It has
the closest trade area in the ports along the Toyama Bay and extended it along the Sea of
Japan from Hokkaido to Osaka. ‘

I The period of the stagnation. (the fortie’s of Meiji — the Taisho era) The trade area
had become smaller, and the trade with the distant ports entirely stopped.

I The period of reduction. (The Showa era before the War) The trade area was limited to
the ports on the Toyama Bay and in Niigata prefecture.

IV The period of interruption. (During the War) The shipping declined on the whole.

V The period of concentration. (After the War) The shipping revived and the trade area
was concentrated on the main ports along the Toyama Bay (Nanao, Fushiki).

Such changes of the trade area are related to the history of development of steam ships
and steam - and- sail boats from sailing ships on the sea, to the development of railways and
trucks on the land, to the regional change of commercial transactions, and to the specialization
of goods shipped at the port. These factors had different effects on the trade at different periods

and caused above - mentioned changes.



