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On the horticultural use of stable fiber as a substitute
for “Mizugoke” (Sphagnum Palustre L.)

Yoshihiko Minam1 and Yoshifusa Kumaxki

SUMMARY

A substitute for Sphagnum, a sort of stable fibre, was tested for its hortic-
ultural use by the cutting and the growing experiments, together with
an investigation of its physical nature.

The cutting experiment was run with Sansevieria nirotica Baker and Ficus
elastica Roxb., which revealed that the rooting of Sansevieria nilotica was much
better in Sphagnum than in stable fibres, though a significant difference in
rooting was not shown by Ficus elastica between them. _

For the growing experiment Ureisea psittacina Lindl. and Maranta bicolor
Rer. were used. Maranta plants grew more vigorously in Sphagnum, but the
growth of Ureisea plant in stable fibre was as good as in Sphagnum. Morever,
when cultivated in stable fibre, the bulb formation in Maranta and the
flowering in Ureisea were promoted, as compared with when cultivated in
Sphagnum.

Furthermore, stable fibre was heavier than Sphagnum of the same volume,
and inferior in its ability of containing water to the latter.



