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Archeological study of culture introduced from overseas with a
mainly Bemin (#5F/) dealing with animals

—From the viewpoint of comparative analysis by Bibliographic
Material and Haniwa/ Tomb Murals—

Osamu Kimine

Abstract

In this paper, we conduct a comparative analysis of literature and of both haniwa and mural materials to study
the Bemin (/T in charge of the animals (livestock) brought over as a result of the wave of immigration during
the 5th and 6th centuries. Through this process, we clarify a number of commonalities and differences in order to
identify their historical and cultural characteristics, as well as to investigate the reality of the early immigration
period.

We discuss falcon-keepers, with a focus on falcon bells and the organization of falconry; horse-keepers, with
an emphasis on social status and the creation of a military horse breeding system; and cattle-keepers, regarding
both the production and characteristics of medicines and the period of transmission relating to the story of the
cowherd and the weaver girl. We also discuss pig-keepers in the context of the transmission of horn instruments,
the role of Rikishi (77+-) in the genealogy of the Henpeimage (f# /%) , and four-deity paintings in terms of
the interpretation and genealogy of the murals in Takehara Tomb (Miyawaka City, Fukuoka Prefecture).

The production and breeding of cattle and horses, falconry, and sumo wrestling were all brought over mainly
during the 5th century and then became organized starting from the 6th century. It was also during this period
that four-deity images were brought over. In Japan in the 5th and 6 th centuries, while looking at the military and
political relations of the Korean peninsula countries, conveniently accepted the technology and culture and used

it to organizing the Bemin (F/¢)
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