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On Apple-growing in the Vicinity of Tourist Resorts

——the case of Shibukawa-shi, Gumma Prefecture——

Hiroshi OKAMOTO

Recently, due to the so-called ‘turism boom’, the remarkable population concentra-
tion has occurred in our country. Consequently, in the tourist resorts especially,
consuming markets far bigger than their original size are liable to be formed with
the accompanying reasonable change which can not be avoided. And this formation of
consuming markets are- actually exerting an important influence on various industries
of the tourist resorts themselves (a) or on those of their vicinities (b). In this paper,
the author, taking up a typical example of the latter (b), hopes to explicate how
much influence Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa has exerted on apple growing industry in
Shibukawa-shi, or stating the same matter in the reverse way, to what extent apple-
growing in Shibukawa-shi depends on Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa,

Those points of arguments included in my paper are as follows:

1) Apple-growing in Shibukawa-shi originally started in an area near Shibukawa-
shi, but by and by it has developed to the direction .of Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa, and
at present, those areas adjacent to Ikaho Hot-Springs have become the main growing
places of apples.

2) Apple-growing distr in Shibukawa-shi can be divided into two parts; one is
the area from which the crops shipped to both Shibukawa and Maeba-shi cities, and
the other is the area having Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa as its shipping market. The main,
bigger producing area is, of course, the latter and the growing size of land of apple
per each farmer’s family is 66a, which is far larger than that of the former, that is,
45a.

3) However, some parts of this main area have the following disadvantages in its
natural condition; pumice layer in soil or hail-storm damage.

4) Among the selling methods being done in Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa are the following
ones: a) selling to lodgers at Hot-Springs, b) peddling on the streets of the Hot-
Springs Spa, c) Stall trading along the trunk-line road between Shibukawa-shi and
Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa, d) holding apple picking parties in the orchard, and so on.
And due to these direct methods of selling by growers, saling margin is growing
bigger, even damaged apples being purchased at a good price.

5) Patrons of the Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa are larger in number in those months from
August to Movember, having October at the peak: Fortunately for the farmers, this
autumn season falls on the picking time of apples, which reches its height in October:
6) Moreover, the number of visitors to Ikaho Hot-Springs Spa is rapidly increasing
year by year. And for these above-mentioned reasons, the growing size of land of
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apple in Shibukawa-shi, in spite of its disadvantages coming from natural conditions,
is gradually increasing because its geographical location and the consequent formation
of the good market at Hot-Spings Spa. And this is quite a rare exception when we
observe the general tendency that growing size of land seems to be rather decreasing
not only in Gumma Prefecture but also in Japan as the whole country.



