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The purpose of this study was to understand the mechanism of DNA cleavage
reaction of Cas proteins, which are used as genome editing tools. Using high-speed atomic force
microscopy (HS-AFM), we tried to visualize the dynamics of Cas proteins during the binding to and
cleaving a target site of DNA in real-time with nano-meter resolution. During the three years
research period, HS-AFM observations were performed on SaCas9, AsCasl2a, and LbCasl2a. HS-AFM videos

of three Cas proteins showed that structures of Cas proteins without nucleic acids were flexible,
while structures of RNA-binding Cas proteins were stable and rigid. Furthermore, when RNA-Cas
complex bound to the target site of DNA, a complex remained tightly bound to the target site of DNA
and did not slide on the DNA. Since this molecular dynamics was observed in all Cas proteins, we
concluded that it could be a common molecular binding mechanism to the target site of DNA of Cas

proteins.
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1. WFSERAR YW DT &

CRISPR-Cas (clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeat-CRISPR-
associated) RITAHECHME N b OEERBEEETH Y, U AV AFIT L DA REROR A
%3 DB C & 5 [Wright et al Cell 2016], CRISPR-Cas % i LLF D 8 >DBRMETHE
s,

(1) IS A PITIRA LTS kB A Casl-Cas2 A 7 7 7 —BHEARIC L v 80 &,
CRISPR 7 L A\ T2 70 A=Y —Jig%l & L CHAIAEND,

(2) ##l---CRISPR 7 L A 75 CRISPR RNA (crRNA) HiK{ANEZE Xu, D Cas X7
L7 —BIZ LY D crRNA ~E Tty v r7ins,

(3) T -crRNA |34 ED Cas NV EE T T =7 X —EEKER L, C%cmNAI
7 7 X —REERIX crRNA O b2 A RELHI & FEAIR 2246 ki % 8k L YT, i+ 5.,

ZD X2, ecrRNA O b HOH A REdH (A—H—FdF) (T EIYGe U 7= i (2 ke
5D T, crRNA ITHIBIN T il E L Tld7= 5 &, CRISPR-Cas &I/ kL O IR YL & B
<, F£72. CRISPR-Cas RiI=7 = 7 ¥ —BEEROIEIZ LY | #E D Cas 02 HR D~ LT H
Tazy MERKRD I Z A1 & H—0D Cas b7 57 7 A 2120 HE N5, Zih CRISPR-
Cas FEFR L, R OIS RIERNE & W\ o T2 AW e BIBRIZIN A, 7/ LARESMN (7 A
DNA OHIEH & X L2 FeS~FE Z X D) ~DISHE WS BLEN D, BURO AL AT
7/ =00 TRHEHINTWOIBEHO -2 TH D, mnwﬁ(hwRNA@Am%m
W4 7 5 DNA O 7252 YIlrd 5 Z S X 0 BEx RAEYM DT ) AREDARETH D Z
L ERE STk [Cong et al. Science 2013], ZiVE CHREET > 7B OBE ORI/ v
77"7 N, BEHICB TS v 7T U MW ORI IAERNFTRE & 2 D | AR l:%ﬁ

WZHEMB BT B ST, EERIC 2020 4 ) —~ULLE I CRISPR/Cas9 D3 W, & i 28531

ZIVL NEORKIZKRE 2B 5 2 5 D8I E LGRS TWD, FRRZ, 7/ AREHITD
S B2 D EhRA - mIEIRE - ZHRBLZ BEE L, Cas # VRV B @ufffﬂfoﬁ T VEE RS O fiF A
DIRETTHTIFZE SR D T, FrIT, FEREIEART I X 2 W E s 2 OFEEE OfE I K& <
HEK L., W& —FEREHBIMF e 2 i & L= 8 AIC L, B2 E AT 5 Cas SN
F'fﬁ%één 7 MY — v LCEBICRIH S GO T D, L LR s, £< @ Cas ¥
VRV, DNA BLH & BEER - BIICHE S - Ol & W ol 2 U X DO RPN /e XA F X v
7@@]% WX > THREZ BT 2, DFE D, BEREF D Cas F U XV EDX A F I 7 AT EAE
HEORNE LRI TE Y, B 2fEEE#7e < UTo F1EEEERE O SE 2B 1T R -8 720,
F72. Cas-ctRNA =7 = 7 Z —HEROFIZIEL, 2L DX ™7 RO L ERESREZ K
TH5LOLHY ., TNODRHBEMIIIZOHL 72D, 200 TBEITEMEE 70 | KIRE L TRH
TR,

ZIVETIZ, Bkx 72 Cas ¥ /X7 H OREEAEIEDME LT X 7253, DNA SR O SRS X
CasliZE - TRESELRD Z ENWEIN TS [Nishimasu et al Curr. Opin. Struct. Biol.
2016], L2>L7228 6 DNA SIWrai O SRR & X 72 503, DNA YIEEREIZR U CTH D &)
HEIT, DNAYIWHCE T2 Cas ¥ VXV BEDO X A F I 7 ZZBEOIEENEER H D = L 2 oRiE
LTEY, iEFDZ X7 0)5'/1’ﬂ‘ T AEWRZD I EZEN, FOIEENEIE DM I M
EWNR D, Fox OIFET N—T1F, WIRPIZH DHERSFH T ) A— NVOZERREE. 0.
B+ VO S ﬁ’iﬁ%fﬁbﬁﬁi 2 CE DmB M BEMEE (LT, & AFM) OBFZERR%E
FHEDTEY, ZNETIT, BaxpX o X7 EOEET 3 B8l L, O AOEHE %
B7- L C& 7 [Shibata et a]. Nat. Nanotech. 2010; Shibata et al. Sci. Rep 2018 %], F7z,
Cas9 28 DNA # ¥R - 56 - U7 2 — @ o4 # 2. DNA UIKrcB1F 5, Cas9 431Dl
B EIERE T 5 Z LIS L TWwW5 [Shibata et al. Nat. Commun. 20177,

2. WEDHB
ABFFEIE. ml AFM 2 2f% 57 Cas Z 2 /87 Bk LIBRBAIICETT5 2 & T, F0lX
7= 6 WA EEEY L. CRISPR-Cas B2#EED DNA t)JLM’E%M%%%@ EFRIA 2R D,

3. WD Fik
FeaNZNFETITAHYL LI Cas) DX A F I 7 A%, b K BRI T 2 LR PESEHER
B (Streptococcus pyogenes) D SpCas9 T 5 [Shibata et al Nat. Commun. 2017], ZiLE
TIT, BRx 227 D 2R Cas9 SRS TE 2, RARDSMEICHKRT 5 Cas9 ¥ /37 F
M7 2 BECHIR MK (K20%) . SRR LA E 2 FFo 2 L vl é#’bf% Teo AHJT
%?m\%ﬁ@m- mkﬁéaw (26t U AFM A 08 L. Cas9 23 EBRICHERET 2B,
%Tﬂi‘ L. #EHEIC DT ENRER T H T L T Cas9 (28T D B D sy FEEhEERE 2 ] & )
295, BARAIZ ‘i SpCas9 & HEARTH A XD E W Staphylococcus aureus Cas9 (SaCas9), ¥ —



"> DNA Be¥IZ 592 8 K & 1E D Acidaminococcus sp. Cas12a (AsCas12a), & Lachnospiraceae
bacterium Cas12a (LbCas12a)lZxf L CHiiE AFM Bl 2 H 35, 2N ETIE, 3-7I/ 7mEL
MU= hF% T (APTES-JMR) % MW T~ A U 5 % IEBAIESRi L, DNA % AFM
FERAEE L TV, A BREDFEF LV TT7 Ty FTHDHZ LR, 4 Cas9 @ DNA )
Wr N A A DS AFM FEARMI~TR < W25 LT LEV, DNA A Y3 2B 238122 C = 7oV Al aek
EEJE LT, Hix 2 FIET AFM EREROEM 23R4 5, ZHE T, IFE ZEEL miE AFM
HARICHEH L7 EER SV, EEMN 25 TIEE HEEE EIZ, DNA 75@2%3‘5 & i’\ﬁ!o“Cb\
%, I T, AFM EWEmZ EBEM A SO E _HEE T AN—325Z LT Cas ¥\
DNA Ul R A A 53 AFM BERBI~RET 5 D& E . o, AEMR % H 2 DNA %Hbﬁ’**iﬂ%
W SE D HEERT, 012, IBE _EHEOMEE AT ~T 4 v 7 IZRetd 52 LT,
fﬁtﬁ;@%ﬁﬂt%& L, it\ B 1L e E AFM BRI WD Z & T, DNA X AFM %&
WEFEAT D, Cas ¥ 237 BT L7V ARM SR 2 5, BRI, FrBEiFgenT
WD &5 1 % B &#éfb?%@ﬁn%& L[RBFFE %2 BRAG L. Cas ¥ > /37 B 75%’;&% ETX % AFM
%}iﬂﬁlﬁ%& UHT, £72. AFM EREEICT / A — bAY A ZOMMZERL L Cas & > /37
'H D DNA YIr KA A 23S 7 A XOZERIN T H BIZENT 5 BRSO E 1T 9. BRI
&i EI—=7 L =R ANLT e rEas . AV =F L7 Y a—/(PEG) & AR Y-L-Y >/ (PLL)
DIRATE 5 F(METHOXY-POLY(ETHYLENE GLYCOL)-BLOCK-POLY)% AFM Kt~ 9 %,

4. WrgeRkSt

SaCas9, AsCasl2a, LbCas12a (2% 2 51 AFM #1223 L 0 | Cas Z /N7 B HK CTIIL E 7R LR
WEERE T, 7R T AREEE LD Z N ahoT, SHIT, Cas # /37 ENENIC
RNA NfEATHE, &TD Cas X /X7 BIZBWTC, BERNMAKEEEZ IR T 5 Z & Noho
770 ZOFERIT. RNA 277 % Cas Z U XV B ONEEEICIZRNARNEETHH Z L2 EHRT
%, £7-. &TO Cas9 1L, —HA=HECSY D DNA FICHiET 5 &, DNA 2254 R+52 &
72< . 9R[EIZ DNA ki f*/\bf_iiﬂ?)é LGy InoTe, TH DS %%hﬁ%i AT D Cas
2RI BIZBWTRBRICBIER SN, = FX 27 L7 —E? RNA, DNA fEEICBIF 5@ o4y
TEEIE E B 2 b D,

WIZ, % Cas9 ® DNA YIWHBRIZR 1T 5 & AFM #8228\ T, APTES-F#:4K_E o SaCas9 d
RNA- DNA ZHBAETIL, DNA B K A A4 2% AFM ERl~i8 < f5& L TL £V, DNA %
U 2R A2 D Z L ILTE Qo7 UL, F=2—7 T DNA YIS % BRth 4,
DNA It 7235, DNA IZHREG L EENE I &2~/ 2 A, SpCas9 |L DNA Il &
DNA & 38< FEAT 528, SaCas9 DA X, DNA NOEEET 5 2 &R otz, T ORERIF.
SaCas9 I% SpCas9 L W /NMUTH V| Cas9 NHEIZ DNA LFEET D0 A R i, Bl o
DNA CFHAERNTEL oozt B2 Hivd, T DNA BIE&IZ DNA ZEE L9 unh & v
IEFEIX, T AREIZE VT, HieRBETOBAEN (/v 7 A42) IZBWTHMNTHD &
E 2B D, £7-. APTES-JEM EIZEUW T, RNA FEAIRAED SaCas9 2MEAYELSI D DNA (2 &
ﬁ“é%%%%zto DL E, SaCas9 1IHEEERE S EZ, 220D KA AL T4, DNA &
BEIALIIITHEAET D Z BT, I HIZHIRENZ 212, 28 DNA OUrf#IZ SaCas9 23
Pl LTERRIZ O A HEEENEZ 5 2 Mx/\z’;xoto NS DyTEEIT, A% & 5785 AFM
AR DM RFT 21TV, SaCas9 D DNA FiA 1B 1 2 HEEZLICHE KT 5 D) %Eﬁzﬁ%é%%ﬁ
%, WIZ, AsCasl2a lZF1T 5 RNA-DNA —FH AR TIX, SaCas9 [AHkIZ, APTES-F:AK | Tix
DNA ’G)JUH\)‘/]’/# AFM M 2 M X, ZOEIE NHIRIND 2 9:7%/\73\0710 F 7. DNA
YIRS IZIE DNA S LT E E 00T 0RE L A biv, ¥ /37 ENEO DNA &A1 K
DN DNA & DFEEEZNMT B Z ENRnhoTz, £72, BT —7T L—1 % &Ei#H AFM NI E
A L7568 BRI/ 7203 AsCas12a 2 DNA Z I 2Bl 28 25 Z L3 CT& 7= (K 3),
LU 5, FEdH AFM B OZEM 3 EREN 0 Tld/e, EORAAL VR ED L 7o fiEs
{BIZ LY DNA OUIEINE E =202 EimT DIZIEE > TR, 5%, S HICEHE AFM #8520
AT 2 O L, EE 2 & 5 L3R, ZE D ERE O & E EEAFM HBEANLETH D, 72,
LbCas12a (259 % @i AFM Bl22 Tl oD Cas9 # /87 B L3720 RNA Zfia L-% v
/\ﬁ B BB T LR TERN-oTZ, ZhiE, 72 AF U Casl2a 728 LT%H RNA ff

BRENERDZ EEBRL TV,

BRIEAEETIX, PEG & PLL OIREE D & EE AFM FEHICH WS Z & T, DNA [T5ffE |
AFM JERA[EE S35 23, Cas & v /37 B ORERENE R A A > OB X 1 IHI IR S Av7e vy AFM JER S
HeaER 2 Z LI Eh L, AsCasl2a IZBWN T, BIEFNITD W23 5. DNA Z U1 2 B
Al bT 5 Z LN TE R, ARITAI &R E ., Hix 72 AFM RS2 5 2 & T, BE
PER < Cas & >/ 27 &G 7 DNA ZYUIKrd 5B 2 vl (b T & 2 2R 2 matd 5, £72. Cas
2RO DNA Il R A A > LIl EAF o 2L, AFM ka7 ey bs v
WNIETHN—FTHZ LT, Cas X U XV EOMREEHL DRV TRPMLETHD, ZNHDHE
B S S EMmatd 22 Lick ., RFSEERITH S Cas & /X7 EOM—172 5y 1-1FHE)
O Z HfE T TETH D,
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