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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to clarify the development of the Christian early childhood
education thought in Japan from its origin. In this paper, primary historical resources
developed by Nobuko Minami (a leading Japanese Christian early educator), Tomi Tachibana
(Minami’s teacher and mentor), and female Christian missionaries (especially Anna Irene
Reiser, who interacted with these women) were used. Their perspectives on education and
children, as reflected in these primary documents, were analyzed based on the actual practices
of Christian education. This paper thereby is to clarify the development of Christian early
childhood education thought in Japan. A further aim is to contribute to historical research on
education for children in Japan by analyzing the effects of Christian early childhood education
practices on Japanese early education. The value of various other historical documents is also
emphasized; these include kindergarten memorial books, nursery journals, letters to parents,
and annual reports written by Tachibana, Minami, and Reiser.

Early childhood education in Japan had its beginning in the "American Mission Home," with
female missionaries have continued to carry Christianity kindergartens. Thereafter,
Japanese women such as Tomi Tachibana and Nobuko Minami, who were Japanese
kindergarten teachers taught by Christian missionaries, continued the educational philosophy
of female missionaries in their own Christian early childhood education practices.

Christian early childhood education in Japan, as practiced by female missionaries and
Japanese kindergarten teachers, retained its essential views on education and children over a
long period of modern Japanese history. These thoughts were retained from the dawn of early
childhood education in the Meiji period to the Taisho period, and then through the Showa
period, with its three historical phases: pre-war, wartime, and postwar. During the Pacific War,
their views of education and views of children were seen where was essentially unchanged
despite the external changes made in response to Japan’s wartime regime. Christian early
childhood education thoughts, which consistently respect each child as a personality and
cherish the mind of each child, has had a strong influence on early childhood education in

Japan.
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