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Damage from the Flood of Asanogawa River, Kanazawa City, Japan, by Localized
Torrential Rain on July 28", 2008.

KODAMA Kazuya'and TAZAKI Kazue™

Abstract In the past 55 years no floods have occurred in Asanogawa River which has no dam. Early on the

morning of July 28", 2008, localized torrential rain in the area around Asanogawa River in Kanazawa City,

Japan, brought inundations, flooding homes, causing landslides, and leaving serious damage. In the upper

stream, two houses were destroyed completely by flooding and landslides. The muddy flood water flowed into

fields and rice paddies, fruit trees were washed down, and the rice was killed. In several areas where the river

narrowed, or at bends, flood waters overflowed the dike. Because of delays in closing the floodgate, the river

overflowed at opening in the dike called “Kirikaki”.
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Fig. 1 Record of the precipitation at Mt. Iouzen (A).

Observed water level in the three spots of Asanogawa River (B).
—e—; Kobashi Bridge,

—&—; Tenjin-bashi Bridge,

— a—; Shibahara-bashi Bridge.
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Fig.2 Flood damaged area of Asanogawa River by localized torrential rain on July 28™, 2008. Shadow is inundation area of
the middle stream. Numbers 1 ~ 10 in this figures are the same as in Fig. 3.

o . opened “Kirikaki”

e : closed “Kirikaki”

(The based maps are 1/200,000 of “Kanazawa(b)”, 1/25,000 of “Kanazawa(c)” published from Geographical Survey Institute
of Japan).
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Fig. 3 Situation of damages of the upper and middle stream of Asanogawa River. (1 ~ 6 : photographed on July 29®, 7 ~ 10 : on
August 2", 2008)

1; Orchard at Tate-machi. Muddy stream carried away the peach trees.

2; Rice paddies at Tate-machi. Rice was filled up with a large amounts of mud.

3; Large amounts of driftwood at the school grounds of the Higashi-asakawa elementary school.

4; The same point at Tate-machi had collapsed by the flooding that typhoon 23, 2004 brought.

5; The bridge at Tate-machi has slanted by the shock of the muddy stream.

6; Road cave-in at Tate-machi.

7 ~ 8; A large quantity of muddy water overflowed from the opening near Umenohashi Bridge. Mud accumulated on the slope of the
riverbank.

9; Flood overflowed from Nakajima-ohashi Bridge, and driftwood was caught on a supporting beam.
10; Muddy stream approached with Matsudera-bashi Bridge to the 1 m bottom of the dike upper end.
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