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The Feast at the Kiriko Festival:
Characteristics, Functions, and Impressions
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Abstract

This study aims to understand the characteristics of and issues related to a feast associated with the
Kiriko Festival (“Kiriko-Matsuri”) which takes place in the Oku-Noto region of Ishikawa Prefecture in
Japan. The study looks in particular at the functions and purposes of the feast as well as people’s
impressions of it. At the festival's feast, local marine products are recognized as important foodstuffs
and are consumed in large amounts. The Kiriko Festival and its feast is appreciated as a meaningful
occasion in which friends meet and reaffirm local bonds. Most foodstuffs are also purchased locally, for
example from large-scale local retailers. Edible wild plants that are collected locally as well as
traditional cuisines are included in the present-day feast. These feasting opportunities have a significant
impact on the local economy, on the consumption of local resources, and on how people perceive the
festival. On the other hand, against the backdrop of the aging population and changes in the food
environment, it has become more common to use catering services as well as hors d'oeuvres, indicating
that catering to a change in dietary preferences is now also considered acceptable during the feasts.
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Fig. 1  Study area.
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Fig. 2 The Feast for Kiriko festival (Yobare).
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Fig. 3 “Matsuri-Gozen” (Traditional meal
set for Kiriko festival).
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Table 1 Distribution and collection of survey questionnaires.
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Table 2 Use of marine products for feast.
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Table 3 Fish species used.
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Fig. 5 Purchase amount of fish and shellfish.
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Table 5 Side dishes used.
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Fig. 6  Total amount of meal cost at feast.
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Table 6 Food expenses per person at feast.
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Table 7 Changes in feast preparation.
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Table 8 Activities to prepare foods.
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Table 9 Recognitions on feast for Kiriko festival.
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