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Suzuki Akira's Perception of the Japanese Language
—Exploring the Terms "kokoro no koe", "kokoro aru onsei" and "kokoro naki onsei"

in the Treatises Gengyo shishuron and Gago onjouko —

Jing ZHAO

ABSTRACT

The objective of this article is a reexamination of the meaning of the term "kokoro no koe" ap-
pearing in Gengyo shishuron and the terms "kokoro aru onsei" and "kokoro mnaki onsei"
appearing in Gago onjouko as well as a study of the relationship of both works.

This will also lead to a clarification of Suzuki's unique way of thinking about the Japanese
Language and furthermore provide a gateway to understand the circumstances under which his con-
ception of language could develop.

In Gengyo shishuron the term "kokoro" in the expression "kokoro no koe" refers to the
emotional activity of the human being at the time of forming his words. However, in the
expressions "kokoro aru koe / kokoro naki koe" in Gago onjokou "kokoro" refers to sounds
generated by all natural objects in general and is related to the appearance or meaning of these ob-
jects. That is, those that have this relationship are referred to as "kokoro aru onsei” and those that
do not have this relationship are referred to as "kokoro naki onsei".

By clarifying that the usage of the expressions "kokoro no koe" and "kokoro aru koe / kokoro
naki koe" can be distinguished on the different levels of "structural" and "phonetic" this articles
shows - in contrast to the common perception that Suzuki's "kokoro" equals "meaning" - the
specific richuess of the usage of this term.

KEY WORD
kokoro no koe, kokoro aru koe, kokoro naki koe.
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