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A case of gastric tube perforation following esophagectomy for esophageal cancer successfully
treated by endoscopic omental patch method with gastric tube conservation

Shinichi NAKANUMA *!, Kazuhiro MORI, Keiko IWATA,
Atsushi TSUNEDA, Nariatsu SATO*?, Toshiaki YASUI

*'Department of Surgery, Kurobe City Hospital

**Department of Surgery, Kanazawa Social Insurance Hospital

A 70 -year-old man underwent retrosternal gastric tube reconstruction following subtotal esophagectomy
for advanced abdominal esophageal cancer. On the second post-operative day, drained fluid changed to intes-
tinal juice. Computed tomography and gastrointestinal fluoroscopy showed perforation of the gastric tube. We
then performed emergency surgery, and laparotomy was redone. During surgery, gastrointestinal endoscopy
demonstrated gastric tube perforation at 10 cm from the anastomosis of stomach to cervical esophagus. It
was too invasive to perform the resection of gastric tube, so we pulled the greater omentum into the stomach
through the perforation site and fastened with clips (omental patch method) . The drainage then gradually
decreased, and the perforation healed with regenerating epithelium. The omental patch method and drainage
proved useful to treat gastric tube perforation following esophagectomy, and should be considered if resection
of the gastric tube is difficult.
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