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The Restoration of Mosaic Sculpture (Personage) of Las Pilas Ruins

HIRAO Masayo

Abstract

The study of iconography in the southeastern Maya area has been focused around the Copan
ruins until now. In particular, the Copan Mosaic Project that was started in 1985 by Barbara and
William Fash restored the mosaic sculptures that adorned the facade of the building. With this
project, imagery motifs, the functions of each building, and the world views and hierarchy of the
Copan Maya in regional politics have been suggested, while very important research results were
also announced.
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However, there is no published documentation about the details for justifying the restoration of
this project (for example, it lacks documentation showing the positional relationship between the
restored and the collapsed positions). For this reason, it is difficult for others to examine the

reasons why they were restored as such.

In this paper, I re-examine the mosaic sculptures excavated in the Las Pilas archaeological site
in Honduras, presenting the relationship between the restored and the collapsed positions of the
main sculptures, and I intend to make a comparison of mosaic sculptures in various sites in the

southeastern Maya area.
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iconography, mosaic sculpture, restoration.
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