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Abstract

This paper analyzes change and continuity in the Tibetan rural society of Qinghai, China, since
the Liberation of Tibet in 1949. Under the changing policies of the People's Republic of China,
the self-governing organization of the Tibetan rural community was first abolished but then was



AR EEBEZE 5275 2014 3

revived. The paper aims to discover the reason for its revival by paying attention to change and
continuity in the community’ s main occupation, cattle breeding.

Following the Democratic Reform of 1958, the old political system, religion, and cultural
traditions of Tibetan society were abandoned as feudal elements, and the community's self-
governing organization disappeared from the stage of Tibetan rural society. It was replaced by the
party organization that took responsibility for solving all criminal and civil problems.

Along with the Democratic Reform, the production system of the People’s Commune was
introduced. Privately-owned cattle were confiscated and managed collectively by newly established
People’s Communes. With the coming of the Reform and Opening-up policies, the Production
Contract System was introduced in 1983, and cattle were again managed privately.

After 1979, the state government, under the slogan of “Constitutional Government,” established
criminal laws for criminal procedure codes, and civil laws for civil procedure codes. However,
these were hard to fit within the social spaces of the Tibetan people, and they were not
immediately accepted. These voids were then filled by the revival of the traditional Tibetan self-
governing organizations.

The author tries to describe the fundamental change in the political and economic systems
experienced by one Tibetan community since 1949, based on the data collected during the author's
own fieldwork, and argues that the revival of the self-organizing system that once disappeared was
caused by the change in cattle ownership (from collective to private) as well as the Tibetan

villagers' not fully relying on the legal procedure in community disputes.
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