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The Degree of Politeness in Linguistic Expression and
Behavior

How Are They Different?

MINE Masashi

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to interpret and put into theory the finding of Liang (2014),
who points out that Chinese students who have studied Japanese speak more politely even
when they speak in Chinese than students who don’ t know Japanese, and that the degree of
politeness of their linguistic expression doesn’ t necessarily match their actual behavior (here,
“behavior” is defined as “pre-sequences” to an action such as request). The author concludes
that the discrepancy between them comes from the difference between the two languages
on how to adjust the degree of politeness: Chinese depends heavily on linguistics expression
while Japanese depends mainly on behavior to adjust it. The author also points out that this
character of Japanese possibly comes from its communication style, in which the listener’ s

inference to the speaker’ s intention is strongly expected.



