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Students’ Nonverbal Behaviour in Public Speaking:

Evaluations and Teachers’ Perceptions

FUKASAWA Nozomi, MORIMOTO Kazuki, UMEZAWA Kaoru, NETSU Makoto

Abstract

The benefits of public speaking skills have been widely acknowledged in the teaching of
Japanese as a foreign language. However, the treatment of nonverbal behaviour in Japanese
speeches has not been studied in depth.

In our survey all teachers who have experience of teaching public speaking in Japanese
responded that they give advice on nonverbal aspects of delivery and that this consists mainly
of giving eye-contact, posture, hand movement, and facial expressions. The evaluation criteria
seem to vary according to the type of nonverbal element. Each teacher expressed a different
view and approach in the treatment of both teaching and evaluation of nonverbal elements of

the speech and this requires further study.

Keywords: Public speaking, Nonverbal behaviour, Evaluation



