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A Consideration on the 70th Story of ‘Turezuregusa’
KAMIJIMA Machiko

Abstract

Most of Kenko's stories in Turezuregusa are devoted to events among the aristocracy. It was
after Kenko left the Imperial Court and became a hermit-priest that he started writing the work. If
we divide it into 2 parts, according to the characters who appeared in Turezuregusa, we could sec
that the second part deals with events during the Kamakura period through the Southern and
Northern Courts of Japan, from 100 years before Kenko's birth until the time of writing. At one
point, Kenko stopped writing and resumed the work later. After this interval, his writing style
changed; Kenko addressed thoughts and topics more profoundly. Unfortunately, Kenko rarely
mentions the era in which this section was written, so it is sometimes hard for us to grasp the
gradual changes of the unstable political situation of this time precisely. Identifying the era is also
essential for fully understanding the conspiracies portrayed in Turezuregusa.

In this thesis, I specifically discuss the 70th story in this work, in which Kenko
uncharacteristically refers to the era, and show how it reflects his internal world.

Keywords
era, Kanesue, Iehira, well versed in practices of court, self-praise
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