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Use-Wear Analysis of the "Handled Stone Knife":
Function of Lithic Farming Implements in Liangzhu Culture (2)

HARADA Motoki

Abstract

This study aims at shedding new light on the late Neolithic agricultural technologies in the
lower Chang Jiang River regions by examining the function of Liangzhu lithics through
experimental use-wear analysis. The Handled Stone Knife has been regarded as a cutting tool like
the kitchen knife. Use-wear traces such as microwear polishing and striations were observed with a
high-powered reflecting microscope, and the function of the tool was hypothesized from this
microscopic examination. As a result, use-wear traces caused by repeated contact with gramineous
plants were identified, validating its usage as a harvesting tool. The distribution pattern of the
microwear is similar to that of the “ Yuntiangi (weeding tool)” of the Liangzhu culture. Use of
the lithic by pushing the blade forward is assumed.Experimental Use-wear Analysis, Liangzhu
Culture, Handled Stone Knife

Keywords
Experimental Use-wear Analysis, Liangzhu Culture, Handled Stone Knife
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