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Abstract

This paper traces the evolutional change in Japan's regional development and
employment policy in the post-war period, during which policy-making for regional
development and employment was considered a central government function. Japan’s
central government designated key regions for national economic growth. It placed
strategically important industrial plants in these regions while promoting movement of
manpower to these regions.

The Promotion of Job Opportunities in Certain Regions Act of 1987 was the first
step toward decentralization. The act considered a region as the unit of job creation,
although it maintained that the central government planned and implemented regional
development. The next step toward decentralization was taken by the Comprehensive
Decentralization Law of 2000 and the revision of the Promotion of Job Opportunities in
Certain Regions Act in 2001, which considered regional organizations such as local
governments and various types of associations as primary agencies for regional
development and job creation.

The concept of a decentralized regional development and job creation policy was
clarified in the Local Revitalization Act and the National Spatial Planning Act of 2005.
However, the central government still retains the authority to approve the regional

development and employment plans proposed by local authorities.
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