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Abstract

In Malaysia, persons with disabilities have always been neglected by society, and their
concerns and needs are seldom taken into consideration in national development. As a
results, marginalization of persons with disabilities in the mainstream society and
economy has caused poverty issues, and most of the persons with disabilities are unable
to sustain an adequate living. In contrast, the world has quickly progressed in improving
the living standards of persons with disabilities and providing them with entitlements
based livelihood. The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Persons with
Disabilities, enables persons with disabilities to enjoy better livehood with equal rights
and dignity.

Malaysia has recently ratified the convention subject to the reservations on articles 15
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and 18 and a declaration limiting the government’s legal application of the principles of
non-discrimination and equality. With the ratification, Malaysia is bound by the
convention and countries that accept the convention are obliged to take measures
including legislation and policies to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities. Thus,
with the ratification of the convention, Malaysia has taken an important step to protect
the rights of persons with disabilities and has committed to improve their current
situation. Therefore, it is timely to examine issues regarding persons with disabilities in
Malaysia, particularly their income security, because most of them remain in poverty and
rely on family support for their living.

Barriers preventing persons with disabilities to sustain a living created by multiple
factors. This article examines causes of their poverty and demonstrate that it is results
from the government policy and problem related to the social income security system.
This article describes the present state of persons with disabilities and provides
suggestions for the creation of better income security so that persons with disabilities

have adequate livehood.
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on an equal basis with persons without disabilities
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Recognizing that disability is an evolving concept and that disability results from the interaction between persons
with impairments and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders their full and effective participation in

Persons with disabilities include those who have long term physical mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which
in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with

Recognizing that disability is and evolving concept and that disability results from the interaction between persons
with disabilities and attitudinal and environmental barriers that hinders their full and effective participation in society

“Persons with disabilities” include those who have long term physical mental, intellectual or sensory impairments
which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society.
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