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Research Abstract

Background. Lymph node (LN) status is major determinant of disease recurrence after patients with curative resection for carcinoma of the head of the pancreas. Recent
studies in a range of solid tumors have found a high incidence of micrometastases in the regional LNs, in spite of the absence of macroscopic lymph node involvement. In
patients with carcinoma of the head of the pancreas, the significance of micrometastases of LNs remains controversial. The clinicopathologic significance of
micrometastases in regional LNs without apparent involvements has not been evaluated by using immunohistochemical (IHC) staining for patients with carcinoma of the
head of the pancreas.
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Materials and Methods. Twenty-two patients with carcinoma of the head of the pancreas who underwent curative surgery at the Department of Surgery and Clinical
Oncology, Kanazawa University between 1982 and 2001 were diagnosed as no nodal metastases by routine histological examination. Complete serial sections of 4-pym-thi
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