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The Emerging of Listening to Music in Modern Japan :
Expression of the Feelings of the ‘Audience’

NISHIJIMA Chihiro

Abstract

Listening to music" is a common behavior in modern times. Music became the object of
listening for the first time during mid-19th century Germany, where listening to music became
a behavior peculiar to serious music. After that, listening to music became popular in a variety
of cultures. In this study, I examine the process of listening to music in order to clarify the
meaning of “listening to music” in modern Japan.

Many dJapanese people consider social intercourse in Rokumeikan as the beginning of Japan’s
serious music, but people who were not among the elite began “listening to music” much later
on, when its popularity spread rapidly. Today, music is listened to without moving, except for
Western music. Education and policies now include various cultures and traditions, and listening
to music takes many forms other than that of Western art music. Thus, West-centrism will
decline in favor of a more culturally diverse spectrum of music listening behaviors.

Key Words

listening to music, serious music, modern Japan, acceptance of the art, West-centrism
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