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Significance and Problems of Researches into “Rinji-ko”
in Post-war Japan, up to the Early 1960s
NAKAYAMA Yoshimi

Abstract

This study analyzes and evaluates some typical researches conducted on an irregular form of
employment called “rinji-ko,” which existed in Japan during its years of the rapid economic ex-
pansion. The study is intended to clarify the significance such researches into this kind of tempo-
rary factory workers had as studies of unstable employment, as well as where they fell short.

One major problem with those researches of the past, this study has found out, was that they
became more and more inclined to choose, as their study subjects, those temporary workers
who did the same or similar jobs with regular factory workers.

Around the middle of thel960s, Japan’s industries found some new types of irregular work
force in part-timers, etc., who later grew in number. Those temporary employees had the same
problem with “rinji-ko,” namely, unstable employment. Still, the researches considered herein,
since they narrowed down their study subjects to cover those factory workers mentioned above
alone, were never succeeded and developed further into more general studies of irregular em-

ployment.
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