The emerging process of the concept of "Kansho":
an aspect of modern Japan's reception of the art
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The Emerging Process of the Concept of “Kansho” :

An Aspect of Modern Japan’s Reception of the Art
NISHIJIMA Chihiro

Abstract

In recent years, cultural policy and formal education in Japan have come to cover not only
“Art,” but also “Culture” and “Tradition.” However, the criticism that the Japanese think of “Cul-
ture” and “Tradition” as something given top-down — what you learn at school, what the govern-
ment gives you, and so on — yet continues, even though they are now taken into consideration.
In this paper, I examine this problem by focusing on the Japan's unique concept of “Kansho.”

Although it was initially used as a synonym for “listening” or “appreciation,” the Japanese
word “Kansho” has acquired a unique, but general meaning that denotes the mental attitude that
one is supposed to have when he/she comes into contact with the works of Art. I have already
discussed the emerging process of “Kansho™ in Japanese music education. In this paper, then, I
aim to clarify the historical transition of Japan's acceptance of “Art,” by looking closely at the
transition of the meaning of “Kansho” in the field of Art in general.
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