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A study on the peripheral forms of “hearer—oriented modality”

—to contrast in a parallel corpus of Chinese and Japanese—
CHEN Huilin

Abstract

This paper examines the differences and commonalities between the Japanese and Chinese
languages in the process of deriving the peripheral forms of “hearer-oriented modality”. There
are two primary methods of deriving the peripheral forms of “hearer-oriented modality” : one be-
ing derived from the “proposition-oriented modality”, and the other one being derived from the
other kinds of “hearer-oriented modality”. This paper has verified that the first method of deriva-
tion must follow a definite direction, and that while Japanese and Chinese are identical in their
use of the first method of derivation, they differ in regard to the second.
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