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On the Base of the Credibility of Affirmation in Milesian
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Abstract

Plato compares the credibility of three things, belief, true belief, and knowledge, in Meno. He
thinks belief and true belief as the inferior in respect of credibility. And he finally thinks knowl-
edge, namely true belief which is fixed by recollection, as the most credible cognition. This
means that Plato thinks the credibility of cognition derives form the cognitive process, recollec-
tion, and thing’s idea. Thus, in Plato, the credibility of cognition and the base of it are recognized
as a major problem. Where is the origin of the problem?

In this paper, I will say that the problem about the credibility of cognition already is in the pe-
riod of Homer and Hesiod. And I'll illustrate that the credibility of the poet's affirmation is guar-
anteed by these three factors, ineffectuality of human, god’s irresistible superiority to human, and
the function of poet as a circulator who sends some message without change from god to human.
And I'll compare the period of Homer and Hesiod to Milesian period, and, finally, saying that the
circulator changes from poet to natural philosopher in the process of changes of the period, I il-
lustrate that the things which guarantee the credibility of the circulator’s affirmation change from
those three factors to the logicality in the inquiry of first principle.
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