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Hiroshi FURUIKE* . Big Trees in the Kanazawa Castle Remains

and their Adjunctive Area

ABSTRACT : The Kanazawa Castle Rernains in the center of Kanazawa, the present campus
of Kanazawa University including the Botanic Garden, are the oldest urban area of
Kanazawa. The Kanazawa Gobou was built in 1546. Since then, this area has been cele-
brated for its scenic beauty full of green and its historical aspect.

" A project on “Big Trees Survey” by the Ministry of Environment and my own
additional survey from a standpoint of forest measurement and plant sociology were
carried out in the remains and their adjunctive area consisting of Kenrokuen Garden,
Honda-no-Mori and Kencho-mae Plaza in 1988-1989. In these surveys, the big trees are
grouped into two categories.

(1) When a tree has a single trunk, it is more than 300cm in circumference at 130cm
height.

(2) When a tree has plural trunks at 130cm height, it is more than 300cm in total circumfer-
ence with the biggest one over 200cm in its circumference.

Seventy-four big trees were found in the present area {Table 1), forty-three of which
were in the Kanazawa Castle Remains. Fourteen of the rest were in Kenrokuen Garden,
fifteen in Honda-no-mori and two in Kencho-mae Plaza (Table 2). Their names and
numbers are as follows . Machilus thunbergii 10 (14%), Casianopsis cuspidata var. sieboldii
25 (349%), Hex integra 2 (3%), Cyclobalanopsis acuta 2 (3%), C. salicing 4 (5%), Pinus
thunbergii 1 (1%), P. parviflora 1 (1%), Prunus yvedoensis 2 {3%). Most of them are the
characteristic species of the potential vegetation of this area (Table 3).

Key words : Forest measurement—Rig trees—Urban vegetation—Kanazawa—Potential
vegetation
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