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Three phases of academic telecommunication use are identified and con-
crete examples are given. In the first phase of using telecommunication as
an academic information tool, the present situations of virtual libraries and
information resources of IR research are shown. ISA and APSA have
already created their home pages, give much useful IR information on them
and encourage exchange of opinions among scholars via Internet. In the
second phase of using telecommunication as an academic communication
tool, virtual seminars of IR carried out in the U.S. and Japan are discussed.
In those seminars students are asked to both analyze IR’s data and theories
and improve network skills. In the last phase of virtual universities, some
cases of IR research conducted entirely online, education and administra-
tion in the U.S. are briefly mentioned. In MUD students attend seminars,
discuss with teacher or among students and send messages to electronic
bulletin board, totally in cyber space.

To conclude, future universities will introduce fusion forms of research
and education systems based on both the physical world and a world in
cyber space, even though the latter is still developing. Hopefully, telecom-
munication networks will further enable our universities to attain more
creative achievements and promote close bonds between teachers and
students.

The Political Process Leading to the Third
Arab-Israeli War and the United
States’ “Involvement”

KASHIMA Masahiro

The third Arab-Israeli war of 1967 quickly ended in an overwhelming
victory for Israel, in what is called the “Six-day War” by her. At that time,
the Arab countries claimed that the United States had participated in the
war on the Israeli side, and severed diplomatic relationship with her. Be-
cause the U.S.-Egyptian relationship had already been bad before the war,
and the Israeli aerial attack was far more efficient than Egyptians had
expected, they suspected U.S.-Israeli complicity. In fact, the Johnson admin-
istration had repeatedly warned Israel not to initiate hostility, while trying



to organize an international fleet to deter Egypt from the use of force. The
Arab side, however, continued to maintain that the United States had
encouraged Israel to attack Egypt in order to weaken the revolutionary
Nasser regime. The then unofficial spokesman of Nasser, Mohamed Heikal,
still does so in his recent thick book “1967 al-Infijal (outbreak)” (Cairo, 1990),
which is based on declassified documents of the United States and Egypt.

According to him, when Egypt demanded the United Nations Emergency
Force (which had been stationed in Sinai Peninsular since the 1956 Suez
War) to leave from the Israeli border area, United Nations Under-Secretary
Ralph Bunche, an American, advised Secretary-General U Thant not to
accept partial withdrawal, thus provoking Egypt to demand total with-
drawal and to occupy Sharm el-Sheikh and then close the Strait of Tiran for
Israel. It was an American plot to give Israel a casus belli. After that the
United States warned Egypt, in cooperation with the Soviet Union, not to
initiate hostility while hinting to Israel that she would not, unlike on the
occasion of the Suez War, support any United Nations move to sanction
Israel if she attacked Egypt.

On the American side, serious studies based on declassified documents as
well as interviews with then policy-makers have been accumulated, some of
which expressly try to refute the Egyptian accusations. I have studied and
compared these books and articles, checked many of the documents and
interviewed some people myself, and concluded that it is not that the United
States “unleashed” Israel to attack Egypt, but that the Nasser regime itself
let, through a series of miscalculations, the Egyptian military provoke Israel
into war. However, Israeli decision-makers were wise enough not to attack
Arab forces prematurely—they gave time to the U.S. and Britain to try to
organize the international fleet. When the Johnson administration found
the efforts rather fruitless, it was in fact inclined to let Israel help herself. In
this sense the United States was involved in the political process leading to
the outbreak of the war.



