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G. Masamune : On the Life Form of Climbing Plants
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Résumé : Through my study of the climbing plants in Formosa and in the middle
Japan, I have come to the following conclusion,

The plant get this climbing character as an adoptation to the darkness caused
by the dense forest such as tropical rain forest,

Some ccologists apt to take the climbing plant as a special important life form
comparable to epiphyte, but I think the elimbing plant can be divided in to the
following life forms of Raunkiaer.

Phanerophytes

Evergreen Ph. examples : MHedera rhombea, Trachelospermum asiaticum,
Anodendron affine, Ficus nipponica, Stauntonia hexaphylla, Euonymus
radicans,

Deciduous Ph. : Parthenocissus tricuspidata, Smilax china, Wistaria
floribunda, Pueraria hirsuta, Akebia quinata, Clematis apiifolia,

Hemicriptophytes : Cayratia japonica, Smilax oldhami, Crawfurdia japonica,
Dumasia truncata.

Gepophytes : Dioscorea japonica, Smilax nipponica.

Tehrophytes : Humulus japonica, Ipomoea nile.
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