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Public Attitudes toward Immigrants in a Small
Regional City in Japan:

An Analysis of the Questionnaire Survey of Hakusan City in Ishikawa

FUKASAWA Nozomi, MAZUMI Yusuke, KISHIDA Yumi,
HONJO Megumi, IMAI Tomohito and HIRAKO Kohei

Abstract

Although Hakusan City in Ishikawa Prefecture is a region with little immigration
experience, the acceptance of immigrant workers has rapidly increased, and multicultural
symbiosis of community development is promoted. This study analyzes the results of a
questionnaire survey of the chairmans of neighborhood associations regarding the acceptance
of residents toward immigrants. The results of the questionnaire indicated that the respondents
in areas without immigrants have expectations and concerns about the possible increase in the
number of immigrants; contrastingly, the respondents in the areas with immigrants did not feel
that the increase in the number of immigrants influenced their lives. In this background, it was
hypothesized that management were provided to the technical interns by their employers. This
contributes to reducing opportunities for contact between the residents and immigrant interns.
Simultaneously, it ensures the smooth functioning of society and fostered its frosty acceptance
of immigrants. However, analysis of the “free description” column in the questionnaire
detailed the level of people’ s awareness. Some of the residents expressed a desire for
immigrants to follow Japanese customs; other residents expressed concern about lumping
diverse immigrants and commented on the need for change and understanding in Japanese
residents. This indicates that the awareness of residents leads to multicultural coexistence and

exchange.

Keywords: Regions with little immigration experience, Attitudes of neighborhood

associations toward immigrants, Technical intern trainee
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