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[Summary)

Few liver transplantations (LTs) are performed annually in Kanazawa University, a facility in which three
young surgeons participated in a training program for liver transplant surgeons, the Six National University
Consortium in Liver Transplant Professionals Training Program (SNUC-LT). Each trainee underwent train-
ing for 3 years, during which they visited academic medical centers where many LTs are performed. This
increased their experience of LT and enabled them to study various surgical procedures performed by
skilled liver transplant surgeons. However, because their visits to these centers were brief, they did not
gain adequate experience in the ongoing postoperative management of the recipients. As to simulation
training, the trainees harvested liver grafts and performed vascular anastomoses for LT using swine mod-
els. As a result, in clinical practice, two of the trainees were considered qualified to safely perform recipi-
ent operations except for hepatic artery anastomosis and biliary tract reconstruction, and entire donor oper-
ations. However, their operation times were long and they did not achieve learning curves. In conclusion,
SNUC-LT is a useful program for supporting development of liver transplant surgeons in a facility in
which few LTs are performed.
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n=12
Age 49 (34-53)
Sex (male/female) 5/7
Body mass index (kg/m?) 22.8 (19.7-32.3)
MELD score 17 (8-26)
LDLT / DDLT 10/2
Graft type (right/left/posterior/hole/split liver) 3/6/1/1/1
GRWR (%) 0.83 (0.56-1.12) *

GV/SLV (%)
Operative time (min)
Cold ischemic time (min) 103 (68-175) *
Warm ischemic time (min) 52 (36-66)
Intraoperative blood loss (L) 8.6 (2.8-15.3)
Postoperative complications (n)

46.6 (33.8-55.8) *
1,123 (988-1,318)

Intra-abdominal hemorrhage 1

Vascular complication 2

Bile leakage 2
Postoperative hospital stay (day) 70 (49-92)
In-hospital mortality () 0

Abbreviations: MELD, model for end-stage liver disease; LDLT, living-donor liver
transplantation; DDLT, deceased donor liver transplantation; GRWR, graft weight/re-
cipient body weight ratio; GV/SLV, graft volume/recipient standard liver volume ratio.

Data are presented in median (range). *Data are only LDLT recipient's data.
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