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1.

Abstract

No matter how successful museums may be, they are often in the red when only their operating revenues
are extracted. However, museums, as cultural assets, have also brought tangible and intangible benefits
and effects to the community. In addition to their traditional roles of exhibiting and preserving artworks,
museums have been affecting regional development, including tourism. Practical studies have been
conducted from early on, especially in Europe and the United States, in the long run, on the possibility of
museums becoming a driving force for urban development.

The value of a museum should be analyzed from multiple perspectives. However, it is difficult to determine
this value, and currently, evaluation is based mainly on income from business activities. This paper aims to
conduct a literature review from Japan and abroad to determine the methodologies and practical means to
measure the regional value of a museum. Regional value is defined as the tangible and intangible
contribution cultural properties make internally and to the surrounding community. The results of a broad
search for methodologies that can measure "regional value" were summarized as follows: 1) the guiding
principle in culturally advanced countries that "an understanding of cultural economy and cultural tourism
is essential to make museums sustainable," and 2) a methodological development study using existing
evaluation methodologies. A proposal for a "practical methodological model" that enables the measurement
of local values was confirmed from the international literature in a developmental study of the theory.

This paper traces the history of an indicator called "Benchmarks" in two representative public museums
that have been creatively evaluating museums in line with the changes and revisions of the "Museum
Law." Second, based on the limitations and problems of the evaluation method in the Benchmarks, we
discussed the usefulness and issues of the CVM. CVM has been heavily used in Japan as a versatile method
for measuring the regional contribution of public goods and cultural assets. Third, as a result of searching
overseas literature from culturally advanced countries, a mixed-method proposal that adds a "choice
experiment method" approach to the CVM method has been proposed in the literature. In the future, as
I consider urban development with museums at its core in Japan, I would like to consider applying the
museum evaluation methods and methodologies extracted in this paper to my research and measuring the
regional value of museums.
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Regional Contribution, Cultural Economy, CVM (Contingent Valuation Method)
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