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A Study on the Boundary of the Public in Japanese Schooling
through a Case of Korean Residents’ Education

Yumi KISHIDA (Kanazawa University)

In recent years, the culture of public schools has been criticized for that it reflects only the culture of the
dominant group and devalues the cultures of the minority groups through privatizing them. Public schools
have been challenged to become more multicultural based on the idea of such.

Focusing on the education of Korean children since the 1950’s, the purpose of this paper is to clarify the
limits and the transformation of the public and its discussion to justify a group’s culture to be publicly
valued or devalued in the context of Japanese public schooling. In recent trends, more than sixty local
governments announced official educational policies referring to the importance and the responsibility of
promoting the ethnic culture and identity of children despite the denials of the national government on the
issue. As such, the education of Korean children has been politically very problematic and the review will
give us a beneficial sight on the politics of justice, common good and public values.

To achieve the purpose, this paper actually examines governmental opinions shown at the Diet and the
notifications, policies of the local government and the ideas and opinions of the educators on the
relationship between the education of Korean children and public schooling, and analyzes them into three
divisional patterns. First, it clarifies the nature of the idea and logic that indicates that the education of
Korean children is not a task for Japan. Second, it clarifies the nature of the idea and logic that indicates
that the education of Korean children is a public task for Japan but not a task for Japanese public schools:
it is the task for Korean separate schools. Lastly, it clarifies the nature of the idea and logic that indicates
that the education of Korean children is a public task for Japan and its public schools as well as for Korean
separate schools.

In conclusion, three main justifying logical reasons putting the education of Korean children within the
scope of the public in Japanese schooling were found:

1) to compensate Japan and the people’s guilt for Korean colonization;

2) to eliminate discrimination against Korean and guarantee their human rights;

3) to globalize Japanese education.
The first logic is the distinctive feature of the case from that of the foreign children of late immigrants.
Three points justifying this were classified:

1) the change of the idea and principle of unit of and the right to education;

2) the change in society and social recognition;

3) the change in educational task and expectation as a result of the former two changes.

Key words: public school  national education ~ decolonization /right to education for foreign children,”
globalization of education
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